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Why India Objected 

In spite of the insincerity, unfulfilled 
promises and exploitations of the past, 
the present offers of the British govern- 
ment to India should be said to be sincere 
and worthy of India’s acceptance. It is 
in the air that compromises will be made 
and accepted. However, the reasons for 
the reluctance of the Indian leaders 
readily to accept the British terms does 
not reach the average American reader 
due to the complete British censorship. 
We would like to call your attention to 
the following points: 


1. Indian leaders have been slow to 
accept British promises because Britain 
made promises to India, Arabia, Pales- 
tine and Egypt to get their help in the 
last war but when the war was over 
most of these promises were never kept. 


2. The Indian leaders have been given 
no assurance whatever that the Tory 
Government that still controls Britain 
will support the Cripps mission if the 
results Sir Stafford achieves do not suit 
the Tory mind. 

3. India isn’t as afraid of being “lost 
to Japan” as the British are of “losing 
India to Japan” for the Indian knows 
that between China, Russia and India 
they can eventually handle Japan, for 
the Indian is an Oriental; he is not in 
a hurry. He thinks in terms of a cen- 
tury. 


4. India knows that the very indus- 
tries the United Nations now are scream- 
ing to establish in India as an aid to 
war production and war action are the 
same industries (steel, motors, machin- 
ery, etc.) Indian financiers have been 
wanting to establish in India for many 
years. British capitalists prevented it 
to keep manufacturing profits safely 
flowing into London, 


5. The differences between Moslems 
and Hindus can be solved in a Federated 
States of India under a National Indian 
Congress leadership (the Congress is 
now headed by a Moslem). It is in Brit- 
ish propaganda that the Hindu-Moslem 
issue is insolvable. There will be quar- 
rels, flare-ups, assassinations, possibly 
someday civil war in India, but what 
Western nation has achieved statehood 
without such growing pains? 


6. India has not been asking absolute 
immediate independence as the British 
government tries to make it appear. 
India has been asking for immedate, 
substantial guarantees that independence 
be progressively attained as soon as it 
can be reasonably worked out, that proc- 
ess to begin immediately, the place of 
Indian representatives on the United 
War Council a token of that process. 

7. India will cooperate when they are 
convinced American leadership is secure. 
They trust America—they have watched 
the Philippines. 


Behind the Scenes on the Anti-War Arrests 


Our government is now cracking down on the “sixth columnists.” The arrest 
of Christians, founder of the Knights of the White Camelias, Pelley of the Silver 
Shirts, and two or three others is the beginning. But note this: 

The most outspoken fascist-minded, anti-war, anti-Roosevelt voice in America 
is that of the Catholic priest, Father Coughlin. Almost any copy of his “Social 
Justice” contains statements that match or exceed in objectionable qualities the 
offensive utterances of Pelley and Christians. Up to the moment of this writing, 
the government has made no public move against Coughlin. Washington is afraid 
of the religious issue and, as some Protestants have been saying for years, Father 
Coughlin is particularly dangerous to the peace and unity of America since his 
inflammatory racial pro-fascist teachings are cloaked in religion. Although the 
Archbishop ot Detroit ordered Father Coughlin off the radio, the Catholic 
Church has been glad to capitalize on his following to build one of the most expen- 
sive and elaborate Catholic centers in America at Royal Oak, Michigan. It is re- 
marked in Washington that the arrest of Christians and Pelley and other “sixth 
columnists” may be a warning that will quiet Coughlin. But the priest has cleverly 
prepared for just this situation. Father Coughlin’s chief channel of expression 
now is “Social Justice” with a circulation of 200,000. He has installed a Mr. 
Schwartz as editor who now signs all articles and editorials. Yet if you want 
to see what is really going on, compare current issues with those in the past 
openly run under Father Coughlin’s signature. You will see the same themes, 
phrases and ideas still being used. If “Social Justice” is not frightened into 
quieting down and the government does have to take action Mr. Schwartz will be 
the martyr and that will leave the priesthood with its usual immunity. 


Big Business Puts Pressure on Progress 


The average citizen does not realize how hard the Administration is trying 
to retain the social gains made during the past ten years: Between the Lines of 
course takes no party stand. But while there are many aspects of our national 
political scene which we have pointed out as dangerous and evil, yet just as 
eagerly we want to call your attention to the fact that the great work the 
Administration has done for youth in the N. Y. A., C. C. C. and elsewhere is some- 
thing we feel should not be dishonored. Many political and financial interests 
have all along been opposed to these socially progressive New Deal projects and 
are using the war emergency as a smoke screen from which to attack and banish 
these aids to underprivileged youth. They claim the N. Y. A. and C. CGC. C. are 
not needed now and represent an unnecessary spending. The truth is that the 
government has done its utmost to coordinate the work of the N. Y. A. and 
C. C. C. with the national defense program. Thousands of young people are 
being helped to prepare for defense jobs through training sponsored by the 
N. Y. A.;—65,000 young men and 10,000 young women have been so benefited. 
The C. C. C. has been coordinating with the army leadership in preparing the 
lads under army age for their induction. The main point of all of this is that 
the Administration feels that the framework of these social advances should 
be retained for the inevitable postwar needs, knowing that if these projects are 
ever dropped, it will be almost impossible to start them again. The big newspapers 
and news-weekly magazines, most of whom are subservient to big business are 
cooperating in this smear campaign against recent social advances. It is strange, 
isn’t it that the men whose daughters go to expensive finishing schools and whose 
sons go to rich universities are so anxious to wreck about the only thing our coun- 
try has ever done for the educational advancement of boys and girls whose mis- 
fortune it is to be born on back streets or on tenant farms. In the old days a boy 
or girl could fight a way to the top, but now with economic stratas of society more 
sharply formed and competition vastly increased, we must be alert to new means 
of keeping democracy active or it will die. 


Labor Union Racketeering 


With all the high powered cracking down on big business methods and profits 
that the Government has achieved recently, why do not the Federal authorities 
give more attention to the racketeering of labor by some of the unions—elec- 
tricians, carpenters, bricklayers, etc.—which are still making men who have 
not had a good job for years kick in $40 to $250 in cash initiation fees before 
they can get a day’s work on a defense construction job or in war production. 
That is a touchy subject in Washington. Maybe the secret is revealed in a recent 
speech by Attorney General Biddle in which he stated “The New Deal has 
succeeded as a liberal movement because of its alignment with the labor move- 
ment.” Fine, but is the new deal so afraid of labor it cannot point to flagrant 
abuses except in whispers? 
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Cuban Land Reforms 


A great agricultural reform is taking place in Cuba. For years 
whenever Cubans wanted to achieve a measure of crop diversifi- 
cation interests from the United States demanded that sugar 
acreages be maintained. Now, however, with shipping at a 
premium Cuba is taking steps toward greater crop diversity. 

Senor Rivero Aguero, Minister of Agriculture, has announced 
a program under which quotas for compulsory planting will be 
assigned, much as in the U. S. A.; and besides this, the govern- 
ment of President Batista plans the distribution of thousands of 
acres of State-owned land among poor farmers. 


Washington Items 

Between the Lines received the following significant report 
from the distinguished Christian layman in Congress, Lawrence 
Smith of Wisconsin. Study it carefully: 

Many Congressmen are receiving a lot of mail from angry 
constituents charging that the Congress is responsible for 
strikes, and all other national ills. It is also charged that it 
is the duty of Congress to see that reinforcements are furnished 
General MacArthur. 

It appears to many of us that a deliberate effort has been 
made to discredit the Congress in order to shift responsibility. 
(Italics ours) Congress has appropriated billions for national 
defense, including lend-lease. It has also granted the President 
“war time powers” on a scale heretofore never granted to any 
other man. Commenting on this situation a few days ago, 
Speaker Rayburn said: “Congress is being criticized, but Con- 
gress has given the President every law and every dollar he has 
asked for defense purposes.” This is a significant statement by a 
great Democrat. The responsibility for the conduct of this war 
must rest with the President, and not Congress. He is the Com- 
mander-in-Chief and we must assume that he is anxious to win 
this war as is every other loyal citizen. 

Now about the strike and the 40-hour-a-week problems which, 
it is charged, are causing production losses. There is no need 
for more legislation to handle these situations. On June 28, 
1940, Congress passed Public Law No. 671, known as “An Act 
to expedite national defense, and for other purposes.” Under 
section 5 (a) of that Act it is provided: 

“That notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, the 
President is hereby authorized, in his discretion, to prescribe 
regulations among the War and Navy Departments and the 
Coast Guard and their field services in regard to hours of work 
and compensation for overtime of their civilian employees as 
he may deem necessary in the interest of national defense. 

(b) “During the national emergency declared by the Presi- 
dent on September 8, 1939, to exist, the provisions of the law 
prohibiting more than eight hours of labor in any one day of 
persons engaged upon work covered by Army, Navy, and Coast 
Guard Contracts shall be suspended.” 

The President has the power to handle this whole problem. 
The Congress does not know why he does not invoke it. 


Correction 

We wish to call your attention to an error in the last issue of 
Between the Lines. We reported that a total of over a billion 
and a half dollars had been given for the world missionary 
emergency fund. The correct statement should have read “mil- 
lion and a half.” The exact figure, as we have it, is $1,645,588.73. 
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Anti-Labor Violence 


A case of the kidnapping and flogging of workers and union 
organizers in Tennessee has been broken wide open by the action 
of the F. B. I. After being squashed by the local authorities 
and suppressed at the source by southern newspapers, the Fed- 
eral investigators got into action and have brought forward evi- 
dence which will show that Roane County, Tennessee, police 
officials and officers directly cooperated with the industrial em- 
ployers who promoted the vandalism. Oscar Wiles and Homer 
Wilson, C. I. O. organizers, were kidnapped after a workers 
meeting in Harriman, Tennessee, severely beaten, tarred and 
left naked in the woods far from the nearest town. Bitterness 
and a spirit of retaliation is running through the workers ranks 
in many southern cities. Knowing the high handed, unscrupul- 
ous methods many labor leaders are guilty of, we do not doubt 
that the flogging was the result of provoking circumstances. 
On the other hand, the employers of labor are certainly asking 
for trouble a thousand fold when they in connivance with police 
officials, set such example of violence. 


Living Costs Mount in China 

Missionary letters from China report sky-rocketing prices. 
Rice to feed the average Chinese for a month has risen from 
$2.00 Chinese currency to $90. One egg costs 50¢ and a cake 
of Ivory soap costs $35. Rice will likely increase 200 to 300 
per cent before the next harvest. The government has decreed 
that due to unstable prices, taxes will have to be paid in rice. 
The Chinese farmer complains that one-third of his harvest 
goes to the landowner, one-third to the government and one- 
third to himself. They say the third left them will not cover 
food expense until the next harvest to say nothing of clothing 
and other essentials. There is also a labor shortage in China— 
many young men have been taken for the army or road build- 
ing, and agricultural workers are hard to find. Never has the 
missionary’s task been harder, never has he been so desperately 
needed. 


Another Angle on the Synthetic Rubber Controversy 

It’s about time somebody gave poor old Jesse Jones a break 
by giving a little of the inside picture on synthetic rubber. Our 
listening posts in Washington inform us that Jones went to 
the White House and other offices of high authority during the 
period under controversy and presented plans for synthetic rub- 
ber production. But a year or more ago official Washington had 
been assured by London and the far eastern representatives of 
the now United Nations that it was utterly unimaginable that 
rubber supplies would be cut off in the measurable future. Since 
synthetic rubber cannot be made nearly as cheaply as natural 
rubber can be landed in the United States in normal times, high 
administration officials realized that there was political dyna- 
mite in spending 600 million dollars on rubber factories that 
might never be needed. It is no wonder that brother Jones 
trotted back to his office and put the 600 million dollar blue 
prints on ice. This explanation in no way denies the fact that 
Jesse Jones has consistently played into the hands of big busi- 
ness and has become the nemesis of the little business men who 
have looked in vain to Washington for help in converting their 
plants to war production. 





